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SUBJECT: REFORM Of THE MILITARY CODE PASSES 

1. PRESIDENT ALFOtlSIN WON AN IMPORTANT LEGISLATIVE 
BATTLE JUST BEFORE HE DEPARTED FOR THE LU5INCK I 
INAUGURATION IN CARACAS ON FEBRUARY 1. HIS SENATE 
MINORITY, OPPOSED BY A SOLID PERONJST FRONT, LINED UP 
THE VOTES OF SIX SENATORS FROM SMALL PROVINCIAL PARTIES 
TO PASS THE PRESIDENT'S REFORMS OF THE MILITARY CODE OF 
JUSTICE. THE PROPOSALS HAVE STIRRED CONTROVERSY SINCE 
ALFONSIN, OVER THE OPPOSITION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS AND SOME ELEMENTS OF THE LEFT, HAS 
SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH THE "PRINCIPLE OF OBEDIENCE" IN 
METING OUT JUSTICE FOR CRIMES COMMITTED DURING THE 
DIRTY VAR. TIMS SETS DEGREES OF RESPONSIBILITIES IH 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY WLJJARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED 
IK THE SUPPRESSION Of SUBVERSION. 
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2. LAST MONTI', THE BILL WAS RAMMED THROUGH THE CHAMBER 
OF OEPUTIES OH THE STRENGTH Of THE RAOICAl MAJORITY 
THERE, AND ITS FATE III THE PERONICT-OOMINATED 
SENATE WAS IN DOUBT. BUT, BY ENLISTING THE “BLOC OF 

VOTE, FOLLOWING A VIGOROUS DEBATE STAGED BEFORE 
SOMETIMES ROWDY GALLERIES. OPPOSITION WAS ICO 8f 
PERDU I ST FLOOI LEADER VICENTE SA«D1, WHO CALLED THE 
PRESIDENT'S PI0P0SAL3 A “0I3GUISE0 AMNESTY," 
PARTICULARLY >,S THEY DEAL WITH THOSE WHO CARRIED OUT 
COUNTER -SUB VERSION ORDERS IN GOOD FAITH. 


3. AS PASSED BY THE SENATE, CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS TRIED IN MILITARY COURTS ARE SUBJECT TO 
CIVILIAN COUR1 REVIEW AND CIVILIAN WITNESSES MAY 
TESTIFY IN SUCH COURTS-HARTI At . THE SENATE VERSION 
DEFINES THE "PRINCIPLE OF Q6EDIENCE' , AS WEIGHING HEAVIEST 
ON THOSE AT "DECISION-MAKING LEVELS" OR THOSE CHARGED 

DEMONSTRATE TIEY WERE FOLLOWING SUPERIOR ORDERS CAN 
EXPECT MORE LTNIENT TREATMENT. BECAUSE THE SENATE 
CHANGED THE TEXT, THE BILL GOES BACK TO THE 
CHAMBER Of DEPUTIES, BUT APPROVAL JS EXPECTED THERE 
AND IT SHOULD GO TO At F OHS IN FOR SIGNATURE LATER THIS 
MONTH- 

4. COMMENT: THE SENATE ACTION IS A DOUBLE 

VICTORY FOR ALFONSIN. IT SETS THE STAGE FOR PROCEEDING 
WITHIN A- LEGAL FRAMEWORK AGAINST THE MOST NOTORIOUS 
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